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12 June 2018 

Ms A Ewing, MSP CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

Margo Williamson 

Dear Ms Ewing 

Control of Dogs  

I refer to the letter of 10 May 2018. 

We can confirm that Angus Council does make use of the powers within the Control of Dogs 

(Scotland) Act 2010, and has to date issued 39 dog control notices (DCNs).  Of these, 13 

were issued in 2016 and 16 in 2017, demonstrating that we are growing in confidence.  We 

consider the legislation is sound and enables us to put in place constraints via the notice that 

help keep dogs in control – common conditions would be the dog must be kept on a lead in 

a public place, and/or wear a muzzle.  In only two cases that we are aware of have DCNs 

not been adhered to, so we consider them to be an effective control measure.   

We do not believe the issue of out of control dogs is getting worse in Angus, however would 

agree that members of the public are generally unaware of the legislation relating to Control 

of Dogs; we would welcome any publicity around the Act and in particular in relation to the 

promotion of responsible dog ownership. 

Where a person or their dog has been bitten by an out of control dog there is usually an 

expectation by the victim/dog owner that the offending dog’s owner can be prosecuted, 

however this power is only available to the Police via the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991.  We 

consider that it is correct for the Control of Dogs Act to focus on the use of DCNs to ensure 

more responsible dog behaviour in public (rather than prosecuting the owner), however 

believe that the Dangerous Dogs Act is often restrictive in its use and does not always allow 

the Police to act in cases where many would consider a dog to be dangerous. 

I hope this is helpful in responding to you but please do not hesitate to contact me should 

you require anything further. 

Yours sincerely 

Margo Williamson 

Chief Executive  
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